
‭7 Reasons to Support the Santa Fe to Taos Thru-Hike‬

‭1)‬ ‭Outdoor recreation is good for New Mexico’s economy.‬

‭●‬ ‭Outdoor recreation created $3.2 billion in value added for New Mexico,‬

‭accounting for 2.4% of New Mexico GDP and 29,182 jobs in 2023 according to the‬

‭BEA Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account.‬

‭2)‬ ‭Hiking (Climbing / hiking / tent camping) is the biggest growth‬

‭category for New Mexico’s outdoor recreation economy since the‬

‭pandemic.‬

‭●‬ ‭The outdoor economic category of “Climbing / hiking / tent camping“ has‬

‭increased more since 2019 than any other recreation category measured by the‬

‭BEA for their Regional Economic Accounts in the “SAORSA” table (Outdoor‬

‭Recreation Value Added, Compensation, and Employment by State). “Climbing /‬

‭hiking / tent camping“ has increased by 213% from 2019 to 2023.‬
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‭3)‬ ‭The thru-hike is not just for elite athletes, and it doesn’t have to be‬

‭done all at once.‬

‭○‬ ‭The thru-hike is broken up into six sections, each roughly 20 miles long. So it can‬

‭be done in a series of weekends, or over a summer.‬

‭○‬ ‭Most of the people on long-distance trails (thru-hikes) don’t do the entire route.‬

‭For example, only about 150 people a year complete the Continental Divide Trail.‬

‭Most of the activity on the trail is “section hikers”—people who hike for a few days‬

‭a time.‬

‭4)‬ ‭The thru-hike connects two of New Mexico’s major tourist‬

‭destinations.‬

‭○‬ ‭It amplifies the draw for Santa Fe, Taos, and the towns and villages in between.‬

‭5)‬ ‭The thru-hike complements the High Road to Taos and its existing‬

‭services, history, and attractions.‬

‭○‬ ‭There is a natural loop of traffic to the thru-hike: Up over the mountains from Santa‬

‭Fe, then down from Taos via a trip on the Rio Grande or via the High Road to Taos.‬

‭6)‬ ‭The thru-hike supports pride in New Mexico’s exceptional natural‬

‭beauty and its deep, rich history.‬

‭○‬ ‭It is also an ideal experience to share with out-of-staters who have misconceptions‬

‭of New Mexico being just vacant, flat, and hot.‬

‭7)‬ ‭The thru-hike gives New Mexico youth (and its adults) an‬

‭opportunity to experience the confidence boost of completing a‬

‭major physical achievement.‬

‭○‬ ‭The health benefits of this are important, but the pride of accomplishment might‬

‭arguably be even greater. If you can get yourself over the mountains from Santa‬

‭Fe to Taos (or Taos to Santa Fe), what else can you do?‬

‭○‬ ‭This accomplishment can be done over time, either over a summer or even a‬

‭series of summers.‬

‭○‬ ‭The route of the thru-hike was expressly designed to be done in pieces. There are‬

‭enough access points, enough water, and enough camping sites to do the‬

‭thru-hike in 5-7 miles a day.‬
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